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CIIAPTEE XL

TUB  CHRISTIAN REPUBLIC.

k SEEK ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness/ This exhortation is precisely what we had reason
to expect, for we have already remarked that the cry
which John raised in the desert, ' The kingdom of heaven
is at hand/ was taken up by Christ, and that his life was
devoted to proclaiming this new political constitution, to
collecting adherents to it, and promulgating its laws. That
kingdom of God into winch he called men he elevates in
this passage into the minimum botium of human life, and
represents it as the, secret of happiness and of all enduring
good to belong to the divine society, and to understand
and keep the rules prescribed for its members.

Before we enquire into the nature of this society and of
its rules, it is important to consider what is implied in the
fact that Christ placed the happiness of man in a political
constitution. The philosophical schemes which we have
described Christ as rejecting consider man as an inde-
pendent being, and provide for him an isolated happiness
or welfare. The ideal Epicurean is described as indifferent
to public affairs and falling kingdoms, and exempt from the
pain alike of pity for the poor and jealousy of the rich.
To be self-sufficient was a principal ambition of the rival
school But a member of a state is one who has ceased